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IN MEMORIAM
Jovan Ristov
(1949 - 2018)

National Committee of the Blue Shield, a lawyer and a protector, passed
away, having spent almost all of his working life in legal protection of cultural
heritage. The members of MNC Blue Shield, MNC ICOM and MNC ICOMOS bade
farewell to the man who with his humanity and his expertise left a lasting legacy
on the Macedonian society in the time he lived.

Jovan Ristov was born on October 25, 1949 in the village of Drenovo,
Kavadarci. In 1972 he graduated from the Faculty of Law in Skopje and
immediately started working as a legal representative of the Tikves agro-factory
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in Kavadarci. In 1975 he was employed at the Republic Institute for Protection of
Cultural Monuments in Skopije, first as Legal Secretary (1975 - 1976), then as head
of the Department of Common Services and the Bureau of Records,
Documentation and Information (1976 - 1977). From 1977 to 1979 he worked as a
legal adviser for the protection of cultural monuments and natural rarities, and
from 1979 to 1984 as a legal adviser for the protection of cultural monuments.
From 1984 to 1987, he served as acting assistant director, then acting director and
acting technical director of the Republic Institute for Protection of Cultural
Monuments in Skopje. From 1987 to 1988 he served as an assistant to the
president of the National Committee on Culture and was responsible for the
protection of cultural monuments and natural rarities, archival, library, film and
museum activities and memorials of events and persons. In the following period
(1988 - 1990) he served as assistant to the president of the Republic Committee on
Education, Culture and Physical Culture, responsible for the protection of
cultural monuments, archives, libraries, film and museum activities and
memorials of events and persons. In 1990 he returned to the Republic Institute
for Protection of Monuments of Culture in Skopje, this time as its director until
1999 for two terms, and from 1999 to 2002 he was an advisor for the legal
protection of cultural heritage. From 2002 to 2004 he was acting director of the
Republic Institute for Protection of Monuments of Culture for two terms. Jovan
Ristov is the creator and founder of the Directorate for Cultural Heritage
Protection within the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Macedonia, and also
its first director in the period 2004-2006. From 2006 to his retirement in 2014 he
works as a legal adviser on cultural heritage protection at his institution, now
renamed in National Conservation Center.

During his career Jovan Ristov was involved in a number of federal
organs and bodies of the former SFR Yugoslavia. He was a member of the
Commission of the Federal Executive Council for coordinating the application of
the ratified international conventions for the protection of cultural heritage
(1978-1982); member of the Board for Natural and Architectural Heritage of the
SFRY Council of Environment and Physical Planning 1978-1982); member of the
Legal Section of the Union of Conservators Societies of Yugoslavia (1975-1990). He
was also involved in inter-state bodies and bodies in the former SFR Yugoslavia:
member of the Inter-state Board for the Prevention of Theft, Trafficking and
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property (1977-1980); member of the
Coordinating Board of the Republican and Provincial Institutes for the Protection
of Nature and Monuments of Culture (1980-1987); Head of the Joint Working
Group of the Republic Institutes for the Protection of Cultural Monuments of the
SR Macedonia and SR Bosnia and Herzegovina for the Classification, Valorisation
and Categorization of Monuments of Culture (1980-1981).
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From the state authorities within the SFR Yugoslavia he participated as
a member of the Secretariat of the Culture Section of the National Conference of
the SSRNM, two terms in succession (1978-1985); member of the Board for
Cooperation with UNESCO at the State Committee on Foreign Cultural Relations
(1979-1982); member of the Presidency of the Council for the Protection and
Promotion of the Environment of the Socialist Republic of Macedonia (1982-1986);
member of the State Committee on Culture (1986-1987); Member of the
Commission for Protection of Cultural Monuments of the State Cultural
Community (1988-1991).

After the breakup of Yugoslavia, he participated in several bodies in the
Republic of Macedonia: representative of the state in the Council of the Museum
of the City of Skopje (1994-1998); member of the Expert board of the UNESCO
National Commission on Culture (1995-1998); president of the Assembly of the
Macedonian National Committee on Blue Shield (2002-2005); member of the
Executive Board of the Macedonian National Committee of ICOMOS, two terms in
succession (1998-2001 and 2002-2005); member of the National Commission for
UNESCO of the Republic of Macedonia (2004-2008); member of the Executive
Board of the MNC Blue Shield (2012-2018).

His professional engagement was focused on monument law and the
protection of cultural heritage, and in particular international and comparative
law. Dear colleague Jovan Ristov was the only expert of such kind in the Republic
of Macedonia, who worked out and interpreted the monumental legislation with
great devotion. He has published eight monographs, seven regulations related to
the protection of cultural heritage and over thirty expert and scientific papers,
also related to the protection of cultural heritage in the Republic of Macedonia.
His works are devoted to tangible and intangible, movable and immovable
cultural goods. In the decades-long cooperation in the field of legal protection of
cultural goods in the Republic of Macedonia, we have had the opportunity to see
his engagement in regulating the various aspects of monument law in our
country. His works on monument law are well-known, presented in the ICOM
forums, in Museologica Macedonica, and published in the “e-SHTIT” online
magazine of the Blue Shield.

He has produced a whole body of papers related to the legal protection
of cultural goods. Of particular importance are the "Sources of Monument Law in
Macedonia" in five volumes. They address issues of legal protection of cultural
goods from ancient times to the present day, and the author Jovan Ristov has
invested both his knowledge and experience. It is a period of establishment of the
monument law in the Republic of Macedonia, for which good part of the credit
belongs to Jovan Ristov. It should be emphasized that in the approach of
constructing the structure of the papers, the topics selection, grouping, attitude,
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content, the author had built a special methodology, which makes these papers
very important from a scientific point of view. Of particular importance is also
the publication "Private Collection of Cultural Property - Legal Aspects" published
by MNC ICOM. The author Jovan Ristov, very delicately, very thoroughly
elaborates on the private collection in all possible emerging forms, specifying the
legal framework that exists today, but also suggesting, in the future, what that
framework should contain. Jovan Ristov's contribution to the functioning of MNC
Blue Shield's organs and bodies, which he has been a member of since its
founding in 2002, is significant, especially as a member of the Executive Board of
the MNC Blue Shield and the editorial board of the e-Shield online magazine.

With his works, our colleague Jovan Ristov remains the most important
person in the field of the protection of cultural goods in our country. He shall be
mentioned by the present and future generations who will deal with the legal
protection of cultural goods. We thank him for everything he has done in the
area of legal protection of cultural goods in the Republic of Macedonia, as well as
in the work of the Macedonian National Committee of the Blue Shield. With the
death of Jovan Ristov, the scientific community, the conservationists, and the
public in Macedonia lost a valuable and dedicated worker in the field of
monument law and the protection of cultural heritage in general, who during his
lifetime contributed unselfishly to the affirmation of the protection of the
Macedonian cultural goods.

Bibliography
Jovan Ristov

Monographs:

1. Monumental Terminology - Generic Terms for Protected Goods by Choice
of Definitions, Skopje, State Institute for Protection of Cultural
Monuments (SIPCM), 1997, 256;

2. The Hague Protocol of 1999 - Protection of Cultural Property in the Event
of Armed Conflict, Skopje, "Macedonian Civilization", 2002, 164;

3. Monument Law in Macedonia: Volume I, Skopje, SIPCM, 2003, 456;

4. Legal Framework of Archaeological Research and Accidental Discoveries,
Bitola, NI Institute and Museum, 2006, 374:

18



Instruments for the Protection of Cultural Heritage, Skopje, "Print Point",
2008, 382;

Antiquities Watchdog, Skopje, National Conservation Center, 2009, 122;

Integrated Protection of Cultural Heritage - Legal Aspects, Skopje, NI
Conservation Center Skopije, 2011, 516;

Private Collection of Cultural Property - Legal Aspects, Skopje, MNC
ICOM, 2015, 504.

Regulations collections:

L.

Selection of Regulations for the Protection of Cultural Heritage, Skopje,
MNC ICOMOS, 2006, 352 (co-authored by Magdalena Dikovska and Vesna
[lievska);

UNESCO Basic Acts on the Protection of Cultural Heritage, Skopje, MNC
ICOMOS, 2006, 366 (co-authored by: Lidija Topuzovska);

Sources of Monument Law in Macedonia; Volume I - Beginnings in the
Period Before the Creation of the Modern Macedonian State, Skopje, NI
Conservation Center Skopje, 2012, 234;

Sources of Monument Law in Macedonia: Volume II - Acts on the
Monuments of Culture and Other Cultural Goods from the Period of DFY
/ FNRY and DEM / NRM in its framework (1944-1963), Skopje, NI
Conservation Center Skopije, 2013, 356;

Sources of Monument Law in Macedonia: Volume III - Acts on
Monuments of Culture and Other Cultural Goods from the Period of
SFRY and SRM in its framework (1963-1991), Skopje, NI Conservation
Center Skopje, 2016, 488;

6. Sources of Monument Law in Macedonia: Volume IV - Acts on the
Cultural Heritage of the Republic of Macedonia (1991-2005), Skopje, NI
Conservation Center Skopije, 2017, 502.

7. Acts on the Cultural Heritage of the Republic of Macedonia (2006-2011),
Skopje, NI Conservation Center Skopje, 2018, 554.

Articles:
1. "Development of Legal Protection of Monuments of Culture in the

Socialist Republic of Macedonia", Zbornik zastite spomenika culture,
Belgrade, Savez drustava konzervatora Jugoslavije, XXV, 1977, 89-95;

19



10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

"Responsibilities and Rights of Owners of Monuments of Culture in the
Socialist Republic of Macedonia", Ayrrypro Hacegcrso, Skopije, SIPCC VII
(1976-78), 1978, 179-188;

"The Conservation of Monument Heritage as a Further Orientation in
Building Self-Managed Social Relations in the Area of Protection of
Monuments of Culture", Aprrypro Hacregerso, Skopje, SIPCC, VII, (1976-
78), 1978, 217-222;

"Overview of Some Principal Issues of the Legal Protection of Cultural
Monuments in the Socialist Republic of Macedonia", 30 Years of
Protection of Cultural Monuments in the Socialist Republic of Macedonia,
Skopje, SIPCC, 1983, 35-40;

"Legal Protection of Cultural Heritage and the Environment", Proceedings
of the Scientific Symposium "Cultural Heritage and Human Living Space",
Skopje, SIPCC, 1983, 155-162;

"Convention on the Protection of the Cultural Heritage in the Event of
Armed Conflict and its Application in the SFR Yugoslavia", Aprrypro
Hacregerso, Skopje, SIPCC, X, (1982), 1984, 87-99;

"Reevaluating the Constitutional Concept for the Protection of
Monuments of Culture', Aprrypen susor, Skopje, II-IV (March-April),
1988, 4-7;

"Constitutional Changes and Protection of Cultural Monuments in SR
Macedonia", /7zacank /Jpymrea korsepparopa Cpomje, Belgrade, 13, 1989,
200-204;

"Towards the Comeback of Icons and Other Church Goods of Cultural and
Historical Significance", Aprryper supor, 1 (January-June), 1992, 9-10;

"While Destroying Monuments of Culture", Ayrryper supor, Skopje, 3
(August-December), 1993, 26-27;

"Twentieth Century Architectural Heritage", Ayrryper xusor, Skopije, 1
(January-March), 1994, 46-47,

"Conservational Vandalism", Aprryper xunpor, Skopje, 2-3 (April-June),
1994, 37-39;

"Cultural Heritage and Tourism", JAuBorra cpegmra, Skopje, Independent
Union for the Protection and Promotion of the Environment in
Macedonia, 1, 1996, 48-50;

"Protection of Archaeological Heritage through the Creation of Reserved
Archaeological Zones - Appendix to the Ratification of the 1992 Council of

20



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22.

23.

24.

25.

Europe Convention and its Implementation in the Republic of
Macedonia",  Maregorcko — Hacreqcrpo, Skopje, "Make/ioHCKa
nuBrmm3anyja’, 4 (1997), 1997, 58-76;

"Legal Aspects of Collectibles in Macedonia", Museologica Macedonica,
Skopje, ICOM, 1997, 82-101,

"Basics of the System of Legal Protection of the Cultural Heritage in the
Republic of Macedonia", Handbook "Protecting the Cultural Heritage",
Skopje, Customs Administration of the Republic of Macedonia, 1997, 7-19;

"'Days of European Cultural Heritage", Aprrypro macrencrso, Skopije,
SIPCC, 22/23 (1995-1996), 1997, 269-271;

"The Archaeological Wealth of Macedonia and its Protection’,
Apxeojronikoro borarcrso Ha Makegormja n Heropara saurrira, Skopje,
Foundation for Culture of Macedonia, 1998, 9-42;

"National Strategy for Cultural Heritage Protection in the Republic of
Macedonia", Proceedings of the International Scientific Meeting
"Perspectives and Promotion of Spatial Planning and Regulation", Skopie,
Ministry of Urban Planning, Construction and Environmental Protection,
1998, 401 -406;

"Cultural Wealth or Cultural Heritage", /Zux, Skopje, no. 460 of January
12, 1998;

"Revision of the 1954 Hague Convention", Ayrrypro Haciegcrso, Skopje,
SIPCC, 24/25 (1997-98), 1999, 239-249;

"Legal Aspects of Protecting Cultural Heritage from Illicit Trade and
Other Related Actions", Museologica Macedonica, Skopje, ICOM, 3-4,
2000, 18-29;

"The Creative Path of Todor Paskali’, Todor Paskali, Ohrid, Institute for
Protection of Cultural Monuments and National Museum - Ohrid, 2002, 7-
12;

Legal Aspects of Cultural Heritage Protection in the Case of Non-
International Armed Conflict “Heritage at Risk: [COMOS World Report
2002/2003 on Monuments and Sites in Danger, Munich, ICOMOS, 2003,
133-134 and in: Urgent egional workshop: Cultural Heritage at Risk in the
Event of Armed Conflicts - Macedonia case, Skopje, MNC ICOMOS, 2004,
33-35;

"Basics of the Macedonian Model for Security Protection of Cultural
Heritage, http://uzkn.gov.mk/dokumenti/Ohrid2006/Jovan%20Ristov.pdf;

21



26.

21.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

"The Implementation of the Second Protocol of the 1954 Hague
Convention in the Republic of Macedonia", Nout van Woudenberg and
Liesheth Lijnzaad (eds.), Protecting Cultural Property in Armed Conflict,
Leiden-Boston, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2010, 123 -126 * co-author:
Lazar Shumanov);

“Normative framework for care of museum goods - preventive
protection”, e-Shield, Skopje, MNC Blue Shild (www.blueshield. Org.mk), 1,
2013, 51-60;

,The Second Protocol of 1999, its significance and the degree of its
normative and actuel implementation in Republic of Macedonia, e-Shield,
Skopje, MNC Blue Shield (www.blueshield.org.mk), 2, 2015, 23-38;

“Significance and application of the Hague Convention 1954”, e-Shield,
Skopje, MNC Blue Shield (www.blueshield.org.mk), 2, 2015, 69-79;

“Normative Framework for Museums and Museum Activities”, Zaharinka
Aleksova-Baceva, Branislava Mihajlova, MA, Krste Bogoeski, Ph.D.,
Museums in the Republic of Macedonia, Skopje, MNC ICOM, 2015, 12-13;

“Legal protection of the intangible cultural heritage in the Republic of
Macedonia” e-Shield, Skopje, MNC Blue Shield (www.blueshield.org.mk), 3,
2017, 58-73;

“The low and professional ethics in the realization of the protection of
museum goods in the R. of Macedonia”, e-Shie/d, Skopje, MNC Blue Shield
(www.blueshield.org.mk), 4, 2018, 12-18;

“Application of regulations for the protection of cultural and natural
goods in the event of natural and man-made disasters - position of the
local government, protective awareness and professional ethics”, e-
Shield, Skopje, MNC Blue Shield (www.blueshield.org.mk), 4, 2018, 75-80.

Prof. Krste BOGOESKI, PhD
President of MNC Blue Shield (2002 - 2012)

Prof. Davorin TRPESKI, PhD
Current President of the MNC Blue Shield

22



