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IN MEMORIAM  
Professor Krste BOGOESKI, PhD 

(1943 – 2019) 
 

 
 

On the 7th of December 2019, at the age of 76, Professor Krste Bogoeski 
PhD, one of  the most prominent cultural heritage and museology researchers in 
Macedonia, passed away. From the totality of his research work, he created his 
most significant work while working as a professor on the Institute of Ethnology 
and Anthropology at the “St. Cyril and Methodious” University in Skopje and while 
leading the Macedonian National Committee of the Blue Shield from Skopje. With 
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his humanity and his expertise, Mr. Bogoeski left a lasting legacy in the 
Macedonian society during the course of his life.  

Professor Krste BOGOESKI PhD was born on 2.11.1943 in the village of 
Turje, Debarca region, Macedonia. He graduated from primary education in 1958 
in the village of Vrbjani, from secondary education in 1962 in Bitola, and in 1968 
he graduated from the history program of the Faculty of Philosophy in Skopje. He 
received a scholarship from the government of France for an independent 
research in UNESCO – ICOM Documentation Center and attended a graduate 
course in contemporary museology at the Sorbonne IV University in Paris (1977 ‒ 
1978). In 1978, at the University in Zagreb, Croatia, he defended his master thesis 
entitled “Museum Network in Macedonia” (Muzejska mreža u Makedonji) and 
acquired the degree of Master of Science in the field of museology.  In 1992, in 
Zagreb University, he defended his doctoral thesis entitled “Model for 
Museological Treatment of History – Examples of Museological Interpretations of 
the Agrarian Relationships within the Skopje Kaza between 1839 and 1912” (Model 
muzeološke obrade Povijesnog razdoblja - na primjeru muzeološke interpretacije 
agrarnih odnosa u Skopskoj kazi od 1839. do 1912. godine) and acquired the degree 
of doctor in the field of museology.  

Between 1968 and 1995 he worked in the Museum of the City of Skopje as  
curator – historian and advisor. From 1995 until his retirement in 2009, he 
worked as a professor at the Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, a part of 
the Ss Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje. As part of the ethnology 
curriculum (then ethnology and anthropology curriculum) he taught the courses 
Ethnological Museology, Protection of the Ethnological Cultural Heritage, 
Macedonian History and History of the Balkans. As part of the MA curriculum of 
Ethnology he taught the course Applied Museology. At the Institute of History at 
the Faculty of Philosophy in Skopje, during the first cycle studies in the field of 
history and archiving he taught the course of Cultural Heritage Protection. He 
wrote several scripts for the courses that he taught for the ethnology and 
anthropology curriculum (Ethnological Museology, General History, History of the 
Balkans). While teaching, he also mentored more than 50 undergraduate and 
master theses, as well as three doctoral dissertations. In addition, he participated 
in various committees related to the work of the faculty.  Between 2003 and 2005 
he held the position of a vice dean of the Faculty of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics. He participated in the implementation of a dozen scientific and 
research projects in Macedonia and abroad. He managed or participated in fifteen 
national and international projects. In addition, he reviewed multiple 
publications in the field of museology and the protection of cultural assets. While 
doing field research throughout Macedonia, as part of the curriculum, he 
collected ethnographic artefacts, still kept in the Institute. Before retiring in 2009 
he left the library of the Ethnology and Anthropology Institute more than 600 
books from his private book collection, more than 500 documented photographs 
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and field materials, now forming the Collection of Professor Krste Bogoeski PhD 
and effectively used by the students and the faculty.  

During his working life, he devoted most of his energy to the 
museological treatments of individual thematic areas, having in mind the three 
core museological functions: research, protection and communication. He 
participated in and contributed to the development of rule books (e.g. 
Standardization of Museum Documentation) and ordinances (e.g. Protection of 
Cultural Assets in Emergencies). On many occasions, he advised the realization of 
temporary or permanent museum exhibits in museum institutions (Museum of 
the City of Skopje, Museum of Macedonia etc.), as well as reviewed a series of 
significant professional works in the area of cultural heritage protection. 
Between 1982 and 1983 he participated in the Council of the Historic Museum of 
Macedonia, the Board of Education, Science and Culture of the City Council of the 
Association of Unions of Macedonia (1983-1985), member of the Board  of GK of 
SSRNM for jubilees and celebrations (1978-1985), member of the Republic Board 
for Union Operations in the Area of Education, Science and Culture, member and 
president of the Council of the Museum of the City of Skopje, member of the 
Council of the City Institute for Protection of Monuments of Culture of Skopje, 
member of the Council of the Archeological Museum of Macedonia etc. 

He actively participated in several professional associations: he was a 
member of the executive board of the Association of Historians of Macedonia, 
active member, secretary and president of the Museum Association of Macedonia, 
member of the Macedonian Ethnological Association, member of the 
International Council of Museums (ICOM), member of the executive board of the 
Yugoslavian National Committee of ICOM (1980-1985), vice president of the 
Cultural and Historic Section in the Association of Museum Associations of 
Yugoslavia, member of ICOM’s Consultative Committee, from 1986 he was also a 
member of the International Committee for Museology (ICOFOM) etc. He is 
particularly significant because after the independence of Macedonia he created 
the idea for and became the first president of the Macedonian National 
Committee of ICOM for two terms. As a result of his unwavering commitment, 
Macedonia formed the Macedonian National Committee of the Blue Shield and he 
became the first president, a function that he successfully performed for three 
terms (2002 - 2012). Between 2008 and 2014 he participated in the Board of the 
Association of National Committee of the Blue Shield and advised the Board of 
the International Committee of the Blue Shield.  

He held the position of chief and executive editor of: Museologica 
Macedonica – a journal of the Macedonian National Committee of ICOM (1995-
2001) and chief and responsible editor of the journal: Ethnologist of the 
Macedonian Ethnological Society (2001 - 2004). In addition, he participated in the 
editing of several scientific and professional journals such as 
EthnoAnthropoZoom – a journal of the Ethnology and Anthropology Institute and 
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the international electronic edition of the Macedonian National Committee of the 
Blue Shield – e-Shield. 

With his work, professor Krste Bogoeski remains one of the most 
remarkable people in the area of cultural asset protection in Macedonia, 
remembered by this generation, but also the many generations to come. We 
express a great deed of gratitude for everything he has done in the field of 
museology and cultural heritage protection, as well as his contribution to the 
development of the institution where he worked – the Ethnology and 
Anthropology Institute at the Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences of the 
“St. Cyril an Methodius” University in Skopje. With his demise, the scientific, 
heritology communities and the public at large in Macedonia lost a hardworking 
and selfless person, who, while alive, provided a generous contribution to the 
affirmation of the protection of Macedonian cultural assets. 
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